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Relationships between expressions by young children
based on Warabeuta play and image formation
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Abstract The object of this study was to clarify the relationships between Warabeuta play-based
expression and image formation. It is demonstrated that the relationships are such that expression via
body movements gives young children a general image, and letting them express it causes them to form
and change the image according to their own interests and concerns. We deduced two contributing
factors of this phenomenon: (1) because Warabeuta play has such a cultural background that it has been
passed down the generations by children through playing, young children can move and play in an
impromptu way based on their own lifestyle; and (2) because Warabeuta play is so flexible that it is
modifiable according to the lifestyles that changes or differs locally and historically, young children
questions themselves as to their own interests and concern when they make an expression, whereby
they form and change the image according to their own interests and concerns.
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